




U.S. SUPPORT FOR GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY

USAID’s Food for Peace
Since 1954, Food for Peace (FFP) has enabled the United States to reach more than 4 billion 

people with food assistance. As the largest U.S. government food aid program, Food for Peace 

Title II includes emergency response funds for distributing food to people in the grip of 

natural disasters, confl ict, and other food security crises. Food for Peace also provides funding 

for non-emergency development programs that reduce poverty and build the capacity of 

benefi ciaries to feed themselves. 

Between 2010 and 2015, FFP programs reached an average of 52 million people in 50 countries 

per year. In addition to meeting food needs, Food for Peace fosters stability and builds resilience 

in countries that might otherwise threaten regional peace and stability and pose other long-term 

security challenges.

FFP’s development programs are particularly important in efforts to end hunger, as they go 

beyond the “free handout” paradigm by addressing the root causes of food insecurity. FFP uses 

a multi-sectoral approach—inclusive of key areas like resilience, nutrition, and livelihoods—that 

puts whole communities on a sustainable path toward self-reliance. Projects are typically fi ve 

years in length, which gives implementers enough time to achieve real results, like revitalizing 

a watershed or making a lasting impact on farmers’ skill sets. Food for Peace development 

programs primarily serve the poorest communities, using income levels, stunting rates, and 

other indicators of extreme poverty to direct resources to the countries and communities 

in greatest need.

McGovern-Dole School Feeding Program
Administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the McGovern-Dole International 

Food for Education and Child Nutrition Program provides the donation of U.S. agricultural 

commodities, and utilizes local and regional procurement to reduce hunger and malnutrition 

and promote literacy and primary education in food-insecure countries. Parents in highly 

vulnerable communities have an incentive to send their children to school, as they receive the 

dual benefi t of access to both education and nutritious food. The program has resulted in an 

increase in school attendance among girls, driving literacy and educational attainment and 

helping to institute greater gender balance. McGovern-Dole has reached 40 million children 

with food at school and is currently active in 24 countries. 

IMPACT

Food for Education: 
Mozambique 

World Vision is 

implementing a 

McGovern-Dole Food 

for Education Program 

project in Mozambique 

across two districts, 

reaching 64,000 

benefi ciaries. Through 

a $2 million 2016 

award for a Local 

Regional Procurement 

grant, we leverage 

resources, skills, and 

partnerships with 

43 farmer groups to 

supplement school 

meals with beans, 

groundnuts, and 

sweet potatoes in 

43 target schools.
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Bene� ciaries from an EFSP program in Sierra Leone proudly present their rice paddy, grown with USAID support following the 2014–2015 Ebola outbreak.

The Emergency Food Security Program
Since 2010, USAID has administered the Emergency Food Security Program (EFSP), 

which supports activities including local and regional procurement of food, as well as cash 

transfers and vouchers in emergency contexts. EFSP is a complement to Food for Peace 

Title II emergency in-kind food aid donations and is utilized when in-kind food aid cannot 

arrive in time or other forms of assistance are more appropriate due to local market 

conditions. In July 2016, EFSP was permanently authorized by the Global Food Security Act.

IMPACT

World Vision’s Emergency 
Food Security Program in 
Sierra Leone

In response to the outbreak 

of Ebola in Sierra Leone 

in May 2014, World Vision 

launched an 18-month 

EFSP with the support of 

USAID, providing one-time 

conditional seed vouchers 

to 3,360 farmers in 

exchange for their 

participation in a post-

harvest management 

training. Additionally, 5,460 

vulnerable households 

received unconditional 

monthly cash transfers to 

increase access to food and 

boost local markets.

Feed the Future
The Feed the Future Initiative (FTF), administered by USAID, is a whole-of-government 

approach that emphasizes resilience building, gender integration, inclusive agriculture sector 

growth, private sector engagement, improved nutrition, and research and capacity building. 

Since it began, Feed the Future has promoted country ownership and aligned its efforts 

with country-specifi c investment plans developed by governments. These strategic 

partnerships with governments, civil society, non-governmental and faith-based 

organizations, universities, and the private sector are helping to boost individual incomes, 

connect farmers to markets, and further people’s access to nutritious food. Since 2011, 

across target regions in Feed the Future focus countries, poverty has dropped 19 percent 

and child stunting has been reduced by 26 percent. 


